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CIA records reveal | Vag raih
‘attended classified briefing

By Jeff Goldberg
. Copyright 1981
/ Mlnnosola Dally

Umversny President C Peter Magralh
“».met secretly with-top CIA officials in

A'f‘ june 1978 in an apparent attempt to

: leamed N

v

* enlist Magrath’s aid in improving re-
latidns between the agency and the
academuc commumty, the Daily has

L

Magrath said he anended aday of |
."briefings, including discussions with

."_ then-CIA Director Admiral Stansfield

*

Turner and other high-ranking offi-

*‘.i:cets, primarily out of “’curiosity,”

1-and that he has largely forgotten what
they talked aboul

Magralh was one of seven presidents
- from large; research-oriented univer-
sities to receive such briefings in
March dnd june 1978 at CIA head-

" quarters in'Langley, Va. Magrath was

the only president accepting an invi-
_tation to Langley who asked that his
participation remain a secret. Many
" university presidents refused to
. atlend the briefings.

. The briefings were part of a public re-

lations effort, carried out while
Turner was head ot the agency.
These briefings were designed to pro-

. tectthe agency’s ability to recruit for~
. -eign and American students as .
* agents, conduct classified research,

- ~'and brief and de-brief scholars going:

to and coming back from Eastern
bloc nations.

~New Times magazine, which has .

. been critical of domestic CiA opera-

: tions, said in 1979 that the seminars .

were intended to ““woo leading uni-

. versity administrators. . . . This latest
goodwill effort comes in the wake of

. a flood of requests from some 80 uni-
versities for agency files.concerning
clandestine recruitment of students
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"and faculty by CIA operatives.
Agency Director Admiral Stansfield

Turner has openly refused to give any I
. The Daily obtained copies of the doc-

assurance that he will comply with
strict guidelines proposed by Harvard
“University President Derek Bok to
limit the agency’s campus activities.”
Magrath’s participation in the classi-

Center for National Security Studies

. {CNSS), an intelligence community

watchdog founded by the American’
Civil Liberties Union, sued the CIA
under the federal Freedom of infor-
mation Act to obtain all previously ..

.C. Peter Magrath

" right now . .
fied briefings was revealed when the *

classified documents related to the
briefings.

uments from CNSS.

Covert recruiting of students, espe-

*‘is happening

. itis always happen-
jng,”” according to jay Peterzell, a
CNSS spokesman. “That’s probably
the most important thing the agency

. does here.”

cially foreign students,

~N

STAT
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The documents revealthat a june 14, |
1978 briefing was attended by Ma-
grath, Tulane University President
Sheldon Hackney, Duke University
President Terry Sanford, and Jack
Peltason, president of the American
Council on Education.

The names of three university presi- _
dents attending a similar briefing on
March 10, 1978 have not been re-
vealed, .

Magrath, president of the University
since 1974, said in an interview, |
was frankly and literally curious to
see what it was like (at Langley) and -
what they talked about.”

Magrath said he had largely forgotten
what the CIA briefings were about,
but that they didn’t seem to contain
any classified material,

But if Magrath found the briefing less

than memorable, Turner was moved
1o thank Magrath in a letter for “your
interest, your understanding, and
your probing inquiries. . . . | was, of
course, especially appreciative of
your concrete recommendations on
relations between the Agency and the
academic community.”’

“Admiral Turner feit that the hostility
toward the CIA nationally—in terms
of congressional opinion, national
opinion—had gotten to the point i
where it would impair their ability to
function effectively,”” Magrath re-
called.

-“l was not asked,”” he said. “nor was

. tion,

anybody asked, to do anything or to J
<further certain pointsof view, or any-

thing like that—that simply was not
part of the meeting.”

Magrath was the only president at-
tending the June 14 briefing who
asked that his participation remain a
secret. According to a memo the or-
ganizer of the briefing sent to the
CIA’s director of public affairs, | ;
emphasized in the conversations with
the four (presidents) that the CIA ]
does not seek publicity for the visit, I
but that your office is prepared to
issue a general statement in response
to press inquiries. Only AMagrath ob-

- Jected at this point to being identified

if a reporter were to press for names. 1 |
told him that we would attempt to re-
spect his wishes, but that we could
not promise that his participation
won't be revealed. He appeared to
be satistied.

“I never announce in advance where
I 8o or my meetings,” Magrath said in
an interview. ““That’s my practice and
my policy, whether it’s right or
wrong.”’

But other university presidents strong- |
ly objected to attending secret brief-
ings.

“If you are free to announce publicly
that you have asked some university
presidents to meet and discuss CIA-
university problems with you, |
would be glad to accept,” *ichigan
University President Robben Fleming
wrote in response to Turner’s invita

“I have no objection to being named
as one who is attending,” he contin-
ued. “What ! don’t want is 1o go to
such a meeting, then find that we are
being mutually accused of “secret’
conversations, and then be unable to
make any comment on them 2 .
Fleming ultimately decided not to i
attend the briefing. . ' fl.
The June 14 briefing, although car- -
ried out on Turner’s inibative, was
made possible by University of Pitts-
burgh President Wesley Posvar, who
recruited college presidents at an
April 1978 meeting of the Association
of American Universities at Palo Alto,

-estin discussing how to improve rela-

Ca,, CIA documents show. .

2
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Inan April 6, 1978 letter to Turner,
Posvar offered to talk to presidents of
about a dozen prestigious universitjes
and invite them to the priefings. At
the meeting, Posvar talked to presi- (!
dents of the Association of AmeniLan |
Universities, Michigan, Tulane, '
Texas, Johns Hopkins, lowa State,
the American Council on Education,
Duke, NYU, California, and Roches-
ter (Magrath was invited to the brief-
ing by the CIA independent of
Posvar’s actions).

“All of them {the presidents) indi- g
cated a constructive attitude towaid |
the importance of the CIA,”* Posvar
wrote to Turner, **and showed inter-

tionships between the academic and
intelligence communities. Several of
them specifically suggested that any
meeting we have be announced pub-
licly, so as to preempt any SUSPICIon
or misunderstanding as to in-

tent. . . . /suggest)ou leave my
name out of your letter of invitation, -
while | did make the initial inquwy, !
want to avoid the imypression that this
is anything other than your own pro-
gram, inwhich 1 am one of the equal
participants.” |

Magrath said he Ieft\\is CIA briefing
with the feeling that the C1A was not
“going to try to lay things on univer-
sities, either covertly or overtly, . . .’ !
don’t think universities should oifici-
ally cooperate with the intelligence
community.”’
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